
“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the 

God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our 

troubles, so that we can comfort those in any 

trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive 

from God.” (2 Corinthians 1 v 3, 4, NIV) 

Sudden admission to hospital with a serious 

heart problem sounds traumatic. But every   

experience in life should be assessed in the 

light of God’s presence until our understanding 

accords with His (2 Corinthians 10 v 5). My   

discharge notes in May 2020 included the stark 

diagnosis “heart failure”, yet medication has 

dismissed crippling breathlessness in favour of 

a largely “normal life”. As such, and in common 

with so many others, the “healing” of my heart 

has come through medical intervention, along 

with a timely warning about lifestyle. Are you 

beginning to spot a parable here? 

“The Priory Prophecy”, which 

is our vision for the God-

inspired work of the Priory, 

emphasises the healing power 

of God’s love, “love that heals 

through the Cross”. Without 

dismissing what we might   

describe as miraculous or instant healings of 

specific conditions, wholeness (the highest  

outcome of healing) is more than just a        

moment. It embraces the physical, mental and 

social aspects of our lives, with implications for 

lifestyle and relationships. That’s why the     

Priory’s Open Door Worship has explored  

healing themes, such as grief, old age, the   

environment and families. At the heart of 

wholeness, and hence healing, is the God Who 

made us in His image, and Who loves us so 

much that He was willing to suffer and die for 

us. 

Future healing themes may include wounded 

history, dementia and doctrinal differences. 

Nothing that causes “dis-ease” should be     

exempt from godly discussion! 

At the heart of (Christian) healing is Jesus, 

therefore the healing ministry has a completely 

healthy heart. So, as with many “heart         

conditions”, it must be the connections to the 

heart (Heart) that are faulty. No surprise there 

then! The questions are, will we accept 

“admission to hospital” for diagnosis, and will 

we follow God’s perfect prescription for         

recovery? 

 

At the heart of the Island stands Carisbrooke 

Priory, less than a mile from the geographical 

centre (as denoted by a plaque beside       

Whitcombe Road). Whether it is ‘the house on 

a hill to which people will go for healing’ of what 

seemed to be a word from God in the 1970s is 

known only for certain to Him. However, it has 

been a ‘house of prayer and Christian healing’ 

for 30 years, and seeks healthy connections 

with all who see healing and wholeness as  

fundamental aspects of the Gospel.  

 

Attendance at the Christian Healing UK       

conference (see separate article) always      

reminds us of how we are part of ‘God’s Big 

Picture’, a humble offering of faithful people 

that can be so beautifully multiplied in the 

hands of Jesus. The tendency among Christian 

ministries to compete and argue, even about 

healing (!), is addressed when ‘those who fear 

the Lord talk with each other’ under His    

watchful, loving gaze. (Malachi 3 v 16) More 

chat, less spat comes to mind.    

Bob 
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Built in the 1850s, this classic Victorian villa 

between Poole and Bournemouth is a home 

from home.  For over 65 years, this Dorset 

hideaway has provided an oasis for prayer, 

worship and transformative encounters with 

God.  It is a place where all are welcome to be restored, equipped for life and ministry, and 

connect with others. 

Easily accessible and close to both award winning beaches 

and the New Forest, this is a perfect  South Coast getaway.  

The house, grounds and location make it ideal for day or 

residential events, including church weekend events, 

leadership training courses, prayer and teaching events, school 

groups, business conferences and even family reunions!   

The Greenhouse is an oasis of prayer, worship and encounter.  At the heart of the ministry is the 

Chapel and its routine of daily services.  The Chapel is open 24 hours a day and can be used at 

any time. 

The chapel, dining room and lounges in the main house are on 

the ground floor, have no steps and are wheelchair accessible.  

There are no steps into the building from the main entrance, and 

ramps are provided into the gardens from the conservatory and 

into the pool lounge. 

 

There is a range of options from simply taking some time away from the everyday, to led retreats, 

quiet days and worship events.  If you are in full-time Christian Leadership, there is the offer of a 

free taster break if it is a first-time visit, and a 10% reduction if you have stayed before (terms and 

conditions apply). 

For more information or to book go to www.the-greenhouse.org or call 01202 764776 

 

 

 

ETERNAL WALL OF ANSWERED PRAYER 

Eternal Wall of Answered Prayer is a huge 

Christian landmark. It will sit in the heart of 

the UK by the end of 2023. The gigantic 

monument of hope will host a million 

accounts of answered prayer, making it the 

largest database of hope stories in the world  

Every single one of the million bricks in the 

Eternal Wall will represent a story of Jesus 

answering someone’s prayer, contributed by 

individuals from across the world.  A colossal 

piece of architectural sculpture, visible from 

nearly six miles away and seen on over 

500,000 journeys a week, Eternal Wall will be 

the largest database of hope stores in the 

world. 

To be a part of it, visit www.eternalwall.org.uk 
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The fourth anniversary, in March, of the homelessness 

partnership with the Salvation Army brings about the need 

for a new lease agreement, one that will embrace the   

refurbished second floor flat. What a work of God’s grace 

this partnership is! 

Talking of refurbishment, the ground floor flat is being transformed to host a biodiversity project. 

‘Watch this space’ comes to mind, with considerable anticipation. Creation may be groaning, but 

here it seems to be singing! 

We have just received confirmation of Open Studios at the Priory in July, a wonderfully creative 

partnership that has the building buzzing above the sound of our resident bees. (See photo from 

2021) 

In addition to our regular poetry group and art groups, the creativity theme continues with other 

photography and art exhibitions using the generous wall space.    

Several healing themes are being considered by the Open 

Door Worship planning group, for use in our ‘first Thursday’ 

services. It seems so important that we should be open to 

God’s way to wholeness in Christ Jesus. 

The Salvation Army Band and Songsters have promised us a 

concert, so we are very much looking forward to that, and any 

other musical events that can be arranged. 

Covid has reminded us to make all of our plans ‘God willing’, so our biggest intention is to pray 

much and listen even more, aiming only to do ‘what we see the Father doing’ (John 5 v 19). 

 

Carisbrooke Priory has been a member of 

Christian Healing UK (CHUK) since before it 

adopted that name, and now Maxine is CHUK’s 

Administrator, charged with organising the   

annual conference. Colin, Marja and Chris went 

to the conference in the past, including the   

infamous “year of the snow”, and we now     

represent the Priory. 

CHUK is an  

umbrella group 

for around thirty       

ministries that 

have a call from 

God to offer 

healing in Jesus’ 

name.   

 

Despite continuing Covid fears at the time of 

booking, around half of those ministries        

attended January’s conference at High Leigh, 

Hoddesdon, sending 21 delegates. 

The Chapel Barn was a lovely venue for our 

worship, share and prayer meetings, during 

which “succession planning” became a         

recognisable theme. Worship leading was a 

fine   example of “levelling up”, being led by 

Wes Sutton of Acorn Christian Healing      

Foundation (Surrey) and David Vickers of the 

Northumberland Centre of Prayer for Christian 

Healing. It was also good to catch up with    

Priory Patrons John and Gillian Ryland of the 

Christian Healing Mission. 

Across less than 

two days, much 

was shared and 

even more was 

prayed. It is such 

an encouraging  

environment, even 

when some ministries are facing tough         

situations. 

Among the encouragements for the Priory were 

prayers for new windows and anticipation of    

“a season of blessing on the Island”. Bring it 

on, please, Lord!   

You can find out more about CHUK online at 

http://www.christianhealinguk.org/  

http://www.christianhealinguk.org/


WALK THE WIGHT 

Sunday 8th May 2022 

Carisbrooke Priory 

will be open as usual 

to welcome       

Mountbatten staff 

and volunteers,  

walkers and their supporters taking 

part in this year’s Walk the Wight 

Our Tea Room will be open from 9.00 

a.m. until 2.00 p.m. 

Come and fill your water bottle, or even 

enjoy some refreshment mid-walk! 

Toilet facilities will also be available 
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Please keep in touch by visiting our website – www.carisbrookepriory.org.uk 
or contact the Administrator if you would like further details  

on any of the items or articles above. 

Carisbrooke Priory Trust Company Limited, 39 Whitcombe Road, NEWPORT, Isle of Wight PO30 1YS 

Telephone:  01983 523354 

E-mail:  admin@carisbrookepriory.org.uk 

www.carisbrookepriory.org.uk 

Please continue to check for more forthcoming events by visiting our website: 

www.carisbrookepriory.org.uk—Or why not take a look at our Facebook page? 

As in previous years, we will be hosting a 

group of local artists who will be displaying 

their work around the Priory building 
 

With the exception of Sunday 18th and 

Monday 19th, the Tea Room will be open 

from Friday 15th to Saturday 23rd July, 

10.00 a.m. to 4.00p.m. with lunches being 

served between 12 Noon and 2.00 p.m. 

 

Myrtle  
Gooch 

 
 

will be exhibiting her 
artworks here, with 
many available to 

purchase 
 

30th August—16th 
September 2022 
(normal opening 

hours) 
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