“Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the
Lord will do amazing things among you.”
(Joshua 3 v 5b)
It is easy to take scripture out of context, and thereby
indulge in misplaced triumphalism. How often do we
hear of “new things” when a church or fellowship
hasn’t completed the “old things” Jesus asked of
them? Last Spring’s newsletter shows that we were
anticipating a busy year ahead. Looking back, how
our plans came to nothing! All the talk now is of
getting back to normal, or “new normal” at least, yet
is some kind of normal the land God calls us to
occupy?
What have we learned from “the year of the
pandemic”? What did the Israelites learn from 40
years in the wilderness? Are we ready to occupy the
new normal as territory we are claiming for Jesus, or
are we happy to remain largely irrelevant, as the
closure of churches has suggested we are? Will we
think carefully about how we treat the environment in
which we live and move, or will we continue to rape
the planet without regard for how it affects others,
near and far?

Well, let us first thank God that while lockdowns may
have closed it to visitors, the Priory is home to 12
people on the journey out of homelessness. The
Salvation Army asked if they could add the vacant
Second Floor Flat to their Lifehouse accommodation,
and we were delighted to agree. Refurbishment has
thrown up some external maintenance issues, but
the new rooms will soon be ready. The Priory has
not ceased to be “a house prepared and furnished
with love”.

If we have learned lessons from the lockdowns,
ahead lies an opportunity to share those lessons.
Malachi 3 v 16 shows that those who respect God
will seek to share such things after He has
challenged their ways. Surely Covid-19 has
challenged our ways?
We need to prepare for reopening, and not just show
up on the day. Paths need clearing, the driveway
needs tidying, several interior walls need painting,
and the tiredness of Winter needs to make way for
the anticipation of Spring.
All the practical preparation in the world will not
make us ready to meet the needs of those who have
been traumatised, which does, of course, include
Volunteers and Staff. We must find a way to
consecrate ourselves to occupy the new territory as
the Holy Spirit leads, so that it is as representatives
of Jesus that we offer once again “an Open Door to
the Peace of God”.

All of which is fine and dandy, but what does it mean
for Carisbrooke Priory?

Praying round the building and gardens, even the
boundaries, will doubtless figure, as may a service of
worship. Difficult as it might be to find a day to suit
all, it is essential that we ask God to lead us.
Bob
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Bishop Christopher, the Anglican Bishop of
Portsmouth, has been a very good friend and
Patron to Carisbrooke Priory. Those who met
him during regular visits were struck by his
humility and warmth. There was even the
occasion when he dropped by without warning,
preferring the Priory’s “facilities” to those of a
near neighbour he was visiting.
Christopher is now retiring as Bishop of
Portsmouth, his final service to mark the end of
this ministry being held on Saturday 24th April.
We give thanks to God, and pray for
Christopher’s new calling.
Bob

Premier Lifeline: the National Christian Helpline is a confidential telephone helpline offering a
listening ear, emotional and spiritual support from a Christian perspective, prayer and
signposting. It supports thousands of people every month, and in February 2020 clocked 1.5
million calls. Currently, Premier Lifeline operates 15 hours a day (9.00 a.m. to midnight), 7 days
a week throughout the year, and has 140 volunteers supporting thousands of people a month
who are in need. In a year, it expects to answer around 78,000 calls from people in need. It is
committed to offering a first class service, and in the past has achieved the quality standard
awarded by the Telephone Helplines Association and the Mental Heath Helplines Partnership.
The last year has been difficult for many with considerable
isolation and loneliness experienced across the country, as well as
a significant rise in people experiencing mental health issues.
With the vaccine the end is in sight, but it is not here yet and we
are still facing a degree of restrictions. We want to encourage
everyone to consider who they know from their friends, family and
community who would welcome a telephone call, a friendly voice and someone to talk to during
this challenging time. Just that sense of company is so important to someone who is feeling
isolation. It really helps to feel remembered. Premier Lifeline are asking everyone to choose 5
people - friends, family, and other contacts - and to commit to call them over the winter to ensure
they know someone is there for them. Although this is primarily a telephone-based project, it
also includes contact through Skype, Facetime, text, email or whatever the preferred contact
method is for the people involved.
Why “Call5”? We have five digits on each hand - looking at our hands is an easy reminder to
call, by allocating a person to each digit. For the enthusiastic, there is always a second hand to
use to identify five more people to call. Through Call5, we aim to encourage increased contact
across the country, a significant reduction in isolation and loneliness, and an increased sense of
belonging to a wider family and community.
Would you like to be a part of the Call5 movement?
For more information and to sign up for Call5, please go to www.call5.co.uk
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Partnerships was a theme in last Spring’s
newsletter. And it’s a theme that’s here to stay,
thanks be to God. With John 17 as our emphatic
guide, any opportunity to join with those
acknowledge Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour is
welcomed. The pandemic has, if anything,
accentuated that view.

Work on the Priory’s gardens couldn’t simply cease
for the pandemic, neither did the regulations
demand that it should. And so it has been that our
loyal gardeners have continued their Priory
ministry, unseen by most, yet putting a smile on the
face of God.

Refurbishment of The Living Room, a splendid
aspect of Revive Newport, resulted in an opportunity
for the Priory to increase its stock and display
facilities of Christian greetings cards.
(https://revivenewport.org/)
More importantly, it connected the two ministries.
Furthermore, in another of God’s apparent workings,
we became connected at Trustee level through
involvement with Isle of Wight Street Pastors.
(http://iowstreetpastors.org.uk/).
IWSP includes School
Pastors, who will be awaiting
the call to return to patrolling
and mentoring at four of the
Island’s schools. The impact
of the pandemic on young
people has been significant. Similarly, Street Pastors
are awaiting the return of the Island’s night life, at
which time their highly-respected patrols will
doubtless engage with a considerable amount of
“casting off restraint”.

Lovely leeks and smiling daffodils are among the
delights to be enjoyed, while grass cutting and path
clearing are Springtime labours of love. When we
open again to visitors, God will welcome them into
safe, sacred space.
Bob

The IWSP link has also brought us closer to Isle of
Wight Youth for Christ, which, added to good
relationships with Foodbank, Aspire Ryde, the
Salvation army, and various Island churches, feels
very much like a work of the Holy Spirit revealing the
one, true Church under Christ to a community
traumatised and questioning.
Bob

Volunteers Ruth and Charles in the garden last summer

This last year has certainly had its challenges and, as I write, we are beginning to prepare to
reopen in the not too distant future. We are extremely grateful for the Trustees, staff and volunteers
who have helped see the Priory through thus far, but feel that it is time now to strengthen our Board
of Trustees in order to take the Priory into the post-pandemic period, when fresh challenges will no
doubt present themselves.
The most effective Boards are ones which benefit from individuals from a diverse range of backgrounds, experiences and skill sets, and as well as the various statutory duties, any Trustee should
make full use of any specific skills, knowledge or experience to help the board make good
decisions. Our Board of Trustees meet just six times a year, and are kept up to date with what is
happening at the Priory in between by means of regular bulletins and/or prayer alerts provided by
the management team.
So, if you think you have what it takes to be a Trustee, and
would like to know more about the statutory duties involved,
please contact me for an information pack.
Maxine White, Administrator
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At the time of writing, there are no specific events for Spring/Summer 2021, due
to the ongoing restrictions of the Pandemic. However, it is hoped that we will be
able to hold one or two events later in the Summer, so please keep visiting our
Facebook page and website for more information. Our website is currently
undergoing a refreshing, but we will endeavour to keep this up to date as and
when this is possible We do hope to have the Priory Tea Room open for Walk
the Wight (details below) which this year takes place in September.
If the Covid restrictions in place
at the time allow, we do hope to
be hosting a group of artists
taking part in this year’s Open
Studios event.
Watch out for further details on
our notice boards, Facebook page
and website.

Registration for Walk the Wight 2021 is now open!
Sign up now and join us on September 12th 2021 for the Main Walk, or Walk the
Wight Your Way and make a real difference to Island people.
To sign up or for more information go to:
www.mountbatten.org.uk
Please continue to check for more forthcoming events by visiting our website:
www.carisbrookepriory.org.uk—Or why not take a look at our Facebook page?
Please keep in touch by visiting our website – www.carisbrookepriory.org.uk
or contact the Administrator if you would like further details
on any of the items or articles above.
Carisbrooke Priory Trust Company Limited, 39 Whitcombe Road, NEWPORT, Isle of Wight PO30 1YS
Telephone: 01983 523354
E-mail: opendoor@carisbrookepriory.org.uk
www.carisbrookepriory.org.uk
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